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SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I started to take an interest in if you...in the question of how
poor people are best served. Do we do it by striking the tax on
motor ve h i c l e s , w h i c h t h e n woul d r e q u i r e u s t o f i nd cu t s at t he
level of 20 to 24 million maybe? Or do we not have the cuts and
keep this in the revenue mix? And I went back, I was going back
through the budget at things that are barely hanging on in the
budget, p r o b abl y t he f i r s t t hi ng s t ha t wou l d be cut . I
mentioned the scholarship for low-income kids already and, of
course, that's particularly tough in a context where the state
colleges and the university for the last two years have upped
tui t i o n b y I t hi nk ab ou t 10 per c e n t eve r y y ear , and t hey ' r e
going to up i t again. Un der healthcare, Kids Connection and
other programs for low i ncome, would...some of t hose would
probably go if we h a d to do mo re cutting. Developmental
disab i l i t i es , so me o f t h a t w o u l d p r o b abl y g o . We may l ook at
t he homestead f o r t he el de r l y , t he agi n g p r o g r ams ar e k i n d o f on
the edge, the public health aid, public health. The new public
health agencies in the various counties of course are mainly
directed towards universal health but more particularly towards
low-income care. E arly childhood programs, there are just a
whole bu n c h o f t hi n g s t h a t wi l l p r ob a b l y g o i f w e' r e . . . i f we ' r e
going t o c u t $ 2 0 m i l l i on or so o ut of t he r eve nue p ackage . So I
would just as soon, again, that we kept the car repair item in
Senator Brashear's reform package. And I, you know, I did take
to heart a little bit Senator Bourne's...despair is probably too
strong a word, but dissatisfaction with not being able t o look
a t L B 4 07 a s e co n d t i me b e f o r e we ma d e so m e o f t h e se f i n a l
decisions. It's always the chicken and the egg thing. But my
t hought i s s i mpl y t hi s . I f you . . . i f you ke e p t h i s b i l l i n t he
form that can meet the Appropriations Committee package, then
what you' ve done is said yes to what the Legislature has said
with regard to the appropriations package insofar as we' ve gone
so far. On Gen eral Pile there were no significant cuts to
LB 407, which I t hink you either have to i te rpret as
affirmation of the Appropriations Committee package or at least
a neut r a l i t y at t hat p oi nt , s i nce t her e wer e no negat i ve
comnents. So my suggestion would be keep Senator Brashear's
package i n p l a c e , a d v ance i t t o Fi nal R e a d i ng , a n d b y t he t i me
i t c omes a r ound f o r ac t i on a g a i n w e w i l l ha v e d e a l t wi t h LB 4 0 7 .


